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DETAILED ACTION 

t 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed 09/1 1/2007. 

2. Claims 1 , 9 and 21 were amended. 

3. Claims 1-26 are pending in this office action. 

Response to Amendment 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 09/1 1/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. See Response to Arguments. Accordingly, the grounds of rejection 
presented in the 08/06/2007 office action are respectfully maintained and adjusted in 
light of the amendment. This office action is made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 5,632,002 by Hashimoto et al. (Hashimoto). 

6. With respect to claim 1 , Hashimoto teaches an apparatus for converting an e- 
mail (electronic mail) data into an audio data, comprising: 

a communication connector connected with a communication line to control a 
transmission of an e-mail data and an e-mail audio data (Col. 52 lines 24-28: electronic 
mail processing unit), the communication connector comprising: 
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a controller to control receiving and sending e-mail data pertaining to an e- mail 
(Col. 52 lines 24-29: electronic mail processing unit), and to control conversion from the 
received e-mail data into e-mail message data (Col. 49 lines 42-64: conversion of email 
data into speech data and other appropriate data), contents and texts of the e-mail (Col. 
49 lines 42 - Col. 50 line 31: text, contents and gender information); 

an audio data generator to generate an audio signal to convert the e-mail 
message data into audio data containing contents of the e-mail (Col. 49 lines 42-64: 
system reads out speech data) and to transmit the audio data containing contents of the 
email message to a client through the communication connector upon client request 
(Col. 44 lines 6-36 and Col. 49 lines 38-64: audio data from the conversion is 
transmitted to the client. Col. 51 lines 60-63 and Col. 55 lines 38-60: user request for 
accessing email data); 

a memory to store the e-mail data, the e-mail message data, and the audio data 
containing contents of the e-mail (Col. 44 lines 6-36, Col. 49 lines 42-64: conversion of 
data would require memory in some form); 

wherein the stored audio signal containing contents of the e-mail message data 
is converted into an audio signal in the audio data generator and is outputted through 
the communication connector to a client (Col. 44 lines 6-36 and Col. 49 lines 38-63: 
audio data is sent to client and e-mail message is read out). 

7. With respect to claim 2, Hashimoto further teaches further comprising an e-mail 
client program installed system (Col. 47 lines 17-33). 



I < 
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8. With respect to claim 3, Hashimoto further teaches a video unit for processing 

> 

the e-mail message data; and a display unit for displaying the e-mail message data 
processed by the video unit (Col. 47 lines 17-33). 

9. With respect to claim 4, Hashimoto further teaches wherein the e-mail message 
data further contains header information of the e-mail and a message from the sender 
(Col. 49 lines 50-63). 

10. With respect to claim 5, Hashimoto further teaches wherein the header 
information identifies the sender's name, a sending data and a subject of the e-mail 
(Col. 49 lines 50-63). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 6, Hashimoto further teaches wherein the e-mail message 
data further identifies a total number of e-mails received by the apparatus for the client 
(Col. 51 lines 40-49). 

12. With respect to claim 7, Hashimoto further teaches wherein the audio data 
generator generates the audio signal in a male voice that is not the sender's if the 
gender information identifies that the sender of the e-mail is a male, and generates the 
audio signal in a female voice that is not the sender's if the gender information identifies 
that the sender of the e-mail is a female (Col. 49 line 64 - Col. 50 line 8). 

1 3. With respect to claim 8, Hashimoto further teaches wherein the male voice is 
also not of a receiver of the e-mail, and the female voice is also not of a receiver of the 
e-mail (Col. 49 line 64 - Col. 50 line 8: voices are synthesized voices). 

14. With respect to claim 9, Hashimoto teaches a method for converting an e-mail 
data into an audio data, comprising the steps of: 
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storing an e-mail when the e-mail is received (Col. 51 lines 40-63: speech mail 
tool stores received e-mail and allows user to decide when to read the received mail); 

converting the received e-mail into e-mail message data and storing the e-mail 
message data (Col. 49 lines 42-64: conversion of email data into speech data and other 
appropriate data), contents and texts of the e-mail (Col. 49 lines 42 - Col. 50 line 31 : 
text, contents); 

identifying a client's identification when a client requests an e-mail (Col. 55 lines 
38-50: user verification based on some identification technique); 

converting the e-mail message data to audio data (Col. 49 lines 42-64: 
conversion of email data into speech data); 

saving in a memory the converted audio data (Col. 44 lines 6-36, Col. 49 lines 
42-64: conversion of data would require memory in some form); and 

transmitting the saved converted audio data to the client as an audio signal (Col. 
44 lines 6-36 and Col. 49 lines 38-63: audio data is sent to client and e-mail message is 
read out), 

wherein the converted auio data stored in a memory is attached in the e-mail 
message data and reproduced audibly as part of the audio signal, the audio message 
data pertaining to certain data which is not audibly reproduced (Col. 44 lines 6-36 and 
Col. 49 lines 38-63: saved audio data is sent to client and e-mail message is read out^ 
Col. 54 lines 7-21: summary message is generated by the speech system, summary 
pertains to a longer message wriich is not read out). 



■ 
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15. With respect to claim 10, Hashimoto further teaches wherein in said audio 
converting and storing steps, identification information of the sender of the e-mail is 
checked and an audio conversion is implemented based on the checked result (Col. 49 
line 63 - Col. 50 line 8). 

16. With respect to claim 1 1 , Hashimoto further teaches wherein the identifying step 
includes a step of judging whether there is an e-mail received after the client's 
identification has been identified (Col. 55 lines 38-50: user is verified before access is 
allowed). 

17. With respect to claim 12, Hashimoto further teaches a step for transmitting a 
message indicating that the email is not received when the e-mail is not received (Col. 
51 lines 40-49: system informs user of the number of emails received, which would 
include none). 

18. With respect to claim 13, Hashimoto further teaches a step for referencing the 
sender of the e-mail in an address list (Col. 49 line 63 - Col. 50 line 8). 

19. With respect to claim 14, Hashimoto further teaches wherein said identifying step 
is implemented using a telephone line or using a direct access to an e-mail service 
system (Col. 55 line 15-50). 

20. With respect to claim 15, Hashimoto further teaches wherein said audio signal is 
generated based on the gender of the sender of the e-mail (Col. 49 line 63 - Col. 50 line 
8). 

21 . With respect to claim 16, Hashimoto further teaches wherein said audio signal is 
generated in a male voice that is not the sender's if the gender information identifies that 
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the sender of the e-mail is a male, and said audio signal is generated in a female voice 
that is not the sender's if the gender information identifies that the sender of the e-mail 
is a female (Col. 49 line 64 - Col. 50 line 8). 

22. With respect to claim 17, Hashimoto further teaches wherein the male voice is 
also not of a receiver of the e-mail, and the female voice is also not of a receiver of the 
e-mail (Col. 49 line 64 ^ Col. 50 line 8: voices are synthesized voices). 

23. With respect to claim 18, Hashimoto further teaches wherein, in the step of 
converting the received e- mail into the e-mail message data, the e-mail message data 
further contains header information of the e-mail and a message from the sender (Col. 
49 line 64 - Col. 50 line 8: voices are synthesized voices). 

24. With respect to claim 19, Hashimoto further teaches in the step of converting the 
received e- mail into the e-mail message data, the header information identifies the 
name of the sender, a sending date, and a subject of the e-mail (Col. 49 lines 50-63). 

25. With respect to claim 20, Hashimoto further teaches wherein the e-mail message 
data further identifies a total number of e-mails directed to the client (Col. 51 lines 40- 
49). 

26. With respect to claim 21, Hashimoto a method of converting e-mail data into 
audio data, comprising: 

detecting, from a user, a request to access an e-mail stored in a server (Col. 51 
lines 60-63 and Col. 55 lines 38-60: user request for accessing email data); 

verifying contents of said server upon detecting the user request (Col. 55 lines 
15-60); 
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converting at least a portion of the e-mail into audio data (Col. 49 lines 42-64: 

i 

system reads out speech data); 

saving the converted audio data in a memory (Col. 44 lines 6-36, Col. 49 lines 
42-64: conversion of data would require memory in some form); and 

conveying the saved converted audio data to the user by simulating a voice 
indicating a gender of a sender of the e-mail (CoL 44 lines 6-36 and Col. 49 lines 38-63: 
audio data is sent to client and e-mail message is read out), 

wherein said verifying is performed without going through an intermediary 
between said server and said user (Col. 55 lines 15-60: direct telephone access without 
intermediary), 

wherein said portion of the e-mail is a header portion of the e-mail, a body of the 
e-mail includes texts, and the texts are converted into standard code format (Col. 49 
lines 50-63: text, contents and header), and 

wherein an audio message data stored in a memory is audibly reproduced during 
the conveying step, the audio message data pertaining to certain data which is not 
audibly reproduced (Col. 54 lines 7-21 : summary message is generated by the speech 
system, summary pertains to a longer message which is not read out). 

27. With respect to claim 22, Hashimoto further teaches wherein said e-mail header 
portion contains information identifying the sender's name, a sending date and a subject 
of the e-mail (Col. 49 lines 50-63). 

28. With respect to claim 23, Hashimoto further teaches wherein said e-mail is in 
ASCII format (Col. 49 lines 50-63: text includes ASCII text). 



> » 
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29. With respect to claim 24, Hashimoto further teaches wherein said intermediary is 
an electronic mail client program (Col. 55 lines 15-60: direct telephone access without 
intermediary such as email client program). 

30. With respect to claim 25, Hashimoto further teaches, wherein, in the conveying 
step, the voice is not of the sender of the e-mail (Col. 49 line 64 - Col. 50 line 8: voices 
are synthesized voices). 

31 . With respect to claim 26, Hashimoto further teaches wherein the voice is not of a 
receiver of the e-mail (Col. 49 line 64 - Col. 50 line 8: voices are synthesized voices). 

Response to Arguments 

32. Applicant's arguments filed 09/1 1/2007 have been fully considered but they are 

* » 

not persuasive. 

■ 

33. Applicant argues on pages 1 0-1 1 of the remarks - "Hashimoto does not disclose 
the combination of features. For example, it appears to applicant that Hashimoto does 
not store e-mail data converted to audio then transmit that converted audio to a client 
from a memory. It appears that Hashimoto does not store its converted audio data 
before communicating it to a client. See, for example, Fig. 75 of Hashimoto, and the 
discussion in Hashimoto of embodiments fifteen and sixteen from col. 50 through col, 55 
of Hashimoto " 

a. Examiner's response - Col. 44 lines 6-36 (see also Fig. 63) of Hashimoto 
describes the flow of a text to speech conversion that occurs when an email is 
read out such as described in Col. 49 lines 38-40. The conversion starts with a 
request from a message processing unit (MPU) to the speech synthesis unit 
(SSU). The SSU completes the conversion and informs the MPU of the 
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completion. The MPU then informs the client (application program) of the 
completion. The client can then further request the MPU for the converted data. 
The MPU forwards the request to the SSU which replies with the converted data. 
As such, it is clear that in Hashimoto, the converted audio data is stored at the 
completion of the conversion as the request for the converted data occurs after 
the completion and a completion notification. In other words, the converted audio 
data is at least stored until the client requests the converted audio data. 
Applicant's arguments are not persuasive. 



Conclusion 

34. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Lazaro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3986. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR on,ly. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Daviertazaro 
December 7, 2007 
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